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Senior Phase – Education Scotland

The Senior Phase is the phase when 
the young person will build up a 

portfolio of qualifications. It is the 
stage of education at which the 

relationship between the curriculum 
and National Qualifications becomes 

of key significance.

The curriculum framework and the 
qualifications system will provide a 
range of opportunities to meet the 

needs of all learners, whether 
aspiring to achievements at SCQF 

Level 1 or SCQF Level 7.





National Qualifications – How They Compare
Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 Level 7

Standard Grade 
Foundation/
Access 3

Standard Grade General/
Intermediate 1

Ordinary (‘O’) Grade/
Standard Grade Credit/
Intermediate 2

Higher Certificate in Sixth Year 
Studies (CSYS)/
A-Level



National Parent Forum of Scotland Guidance
‘Career Education: A World of Possibilities’ on The National Parent Forum of Scotland has excellent advice 

on the various pathways and opportunities for all pupils.

Below is a diagram regarding post-school choices – more information can be found here.

https://www.npfs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/NPFS_world_of_possibilities_1509_E.pdf


Skills Development in the Senior Phase
• Achieving qualifications are important, but they are only part of the story.

• At school, we aim to develop the following:

• Skills for Learning

• Skills for Life

• Skills for Work

• Whatever a pupil’s route into employment is, they will need to develop a wide range of 
other skills.  Some of these skills will be developed through their courses, whilst others are 
about self-discipline and working as part of the school community.

• Sometimes pupils will need to put themselves well outside their comfort zone and do some 
things they didn’t think they could do (or even wanted to do!).  S5/6 should provide an 
opportunity for skills development; it is up to pupils to grab the opportunities open to 
them.  

• Here is a link to Skills in A Nutshell from the National Parent Forum of 
Scotland.

http://www.npfs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/nutshells_skills_E-1.pdf


School Leaver?

Pupils who reach the age of 16 between 1st March and 30th September 2025 can 
choose to leave school at the end of the current academic session.

Pupils must let their Pupil Support Leader know as soon as possible if they are 
considering leaving at the end of this school year.

Pupils who reach the age of 16 between 1 October 2025 and 28th February 2026, may 
leave school at the end of December 2025.

For this group of pupils, they must still be engaged in a package of formal education 
or training until then, arranged after discussion with their Pupil Support Leader.



Returning for S5 and S6
• Returning to school is a choice, not an obligation (if pupils are aged 16 by 30th September 2025).

• S5/6 is important preparation for the next stage in life - pupils need to make themselves an attractive 
candidate for employment, training or further study.

• Although we work hard to provide suitable pathways for all, there are incredible opportunities outside 
of school for study, training and education. There are many ways to enter the workplace, get a good job 
and have a successful career.  

• School is a great start on this journey, but pupils should choose the best route for them.

• Not all pupils wish to attend university, or some may not attain the required results for this at school, 
but there are other ways to enter further and higher education.

• Whilst studying at school, pupils have the option to combine school with other opportunities such as:

✓  Part-time courses at Edinburgh College (which can then lead to a Higher National Certificate (HNC), a 
Higher National Diploma (HND)and then possibly university entrance)

✓  Foundation Apprenticeships (which can lead to Modern and Graduate Apprenticeships)

✓  Work Experience (this will need discussion with the relevant Pupil Support Leader)







Schools College Partnership (SCP)

➢ We benefit from a close working relationship with Edinburgh College.

➢ We work together to timetable a common ‘travel column’ across all secondary  schools which 
allow S5/6 pupils to take up introductory college courses on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.

➢ The course offering from the college has grown year-on-year. They provide excellent courses in 
state-of-the-art facilities across SCQF levels 3-7 which then provide progression opportunities for 
further study at college and/or university. Pupils can apply to undertake an SCP course by applying 
on the college website -  https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/for-school-pupils (the 2025 
offer will be updated at the end of January/start of February)

➢ A list of courses on offer is available to view here

➢ It is important to note that interested pupils must apply for courses themselves, and not through 
school. If accepted, pupils should notify their Pupil Support Leader.

➢ Open days, where pupils can visit the relevant college campus, will take place in February 2025.

➢ Interested pupils should select 'college' for their subject choice.

https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/for-school-pupils
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/for-school-pupils%20(2025
https://doc.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/schools/foundation%20apprenticeships%20student%20guide.pdf
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2-Year Foundation Apprenticeships 

➢ This is an option for S4 pupils only, as takes place over 2 years during S5/6. These are offered through 
Edinburgh College:

▪ Year 1 (S5): Attend college on a Tue/Thu afternoon working towards a level 6 National Progression Award.

▪ Year 2 (S6): Work placement.

▪ Years 1 and 2: Work visits, visiting lecturers, employer challenge projects etc. takes place

➢ 2-year F.A.s are offered across a wide range of areas, from Accounting and Engineering to Music Sound 
Production and Social Services and Health Care.

➢ More information on Foundation and Modern Apprenticeships can be found here

➢ Interested pupils should research these and select ‘College’ on their course choice form.

https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/employers/apprenticeships


1-Year Foundation Apprenticeships 

➢ This is an option for S4 and S5 pupils, as is a 1-year course. The subjects on offer for this are 
detailed in the S4/5  Course Choice and Pathways 2025 booklet.

• You will complete a National Progression Award at level 6 in school. 

• At another time in the week, you will go to an employer to complete a work placement. Whilst on 
placement you will undertake a number of tasks set by the employer and gather evidence of your 
work. A work-based assessor will look at your evidence and successful completion of your 
placement tasks will result in you achieving SVQ units.

• There is no final exam at the end of the course. You are assessed on a unit-by-unit basis and will 
achieve the qualification by obtaining a pass in each unit assessment. You will complete a portfolio 
of work during your placement, and you will have a workplace mentor to guide you. The portfolio 
will be marked by a workplace assessor.



S5 Timetable

➢ Our experience is that busy pupils are happier, more productive and less likely to fall into bad habits. 
Therefore, pupils returning for S5 are expected to be timetabled for 5 subject courses (or 4 subjects and 
Support for Learning if appropriate) from the options available. Reduced timetables will only be considered 
via written requests to the appropriate Community Head with accompanying medical letters if necessary.

➢ It is recommended that pupils request subjects based on what they have studied in S3 & S4 for progression 
of learning. Any pupil who wishes to undertake a subject not previously studied in S3/4 must request to do 
this at National 5 level.

➢ A ‘crash’ Higher in S5 will not be considered without approval from the faculty Curricular Leader and 
without certain entry requirements. They will have the final decision in this matter.



S5 – Making Subject Choices



S5 Course Offer 2025



S6 Coursing Information

Returning for S6

➢ Pupils returning for S6 must be timetabled for a minimum of 15 points, 12 of which must be subject-based (see 
following page).

➢ Responsibilities and commitments that are not subject-based must be arranged prior to 1st June 2024 with Pupil 
Support Leaders and/or Community Head.

➢ It is recommended that pupils undertake a course of study that best supports their next destinations beyond school.

➢ For some this will mean studying Advanced Highers, but for many it will be more important to build a stronger portfolio 
of subjects at Higher (SCQF Level 6)

➢ ‘Crash’ Advanced Highers will only be considered if a pupil has previously performed well in a related subject area at 
Higher level, but this must be approved by the appropriate CL.

➢ S6 pupils can also consider studying a subject that may be offered at a neighbourhood school.



S6 – Making Your Choices



S6 Course Offer 2025



Scottish Baccalaureate for S6

➢ The Scottish Baccalaureate consists of a coherent group of current Higher and Advanced Higher qualifications in 
associated subjects, but what makes a Scottish Baccalaureate unique is the Interdisciplinary Project.

➢ We offer the  Scottish Baccalaureate (level 7) in the following subject areas:

▪ Languages

▪ Science

▪ Social Subjects

➢ These subjects also include an Interdisciplinary Project which will be graded.

➢ Interested pupils should speak to the Curricular Leader of these subjects and  refer to the course choice information 
booklet for more information.



LEAPS  - S6 Transition Course

➢ This course is open to young people who meet LEAPs eligibility criteria and is designed to give them the skills and 
experience needed to make a positive transition from school to university. 

➢ Pupils will work with academics and students on first-year university level academic skills, developing their confidence 
and an understanding of what it takes to be successful at university. This is a unique opportunity to get the ‘uni’ 
experience before starting it for real.

➢ The course will focus on the key academic skills considered as essential for success at university. Taught by university 
staff, you will have the chance to try out new concepts and skills before completing a subject based project of your 
choice. There will be individual pieces of work, and times when you will work as a team. 

➢ This will aid pupils’ transition to university no matter what course they plan to study in the future. More information 
on LEAPs can be found here.

➢ Pupils must be LEAPS eligible to choose this course(see above link), be aged 16 or over,  have the ability to gain three 
Highers by the end of S6 and plan to make a UCAS application (this year, or in the future). 

https://www.leapsonline.org/node/1081
https://www.leapsonline.org/schoolstudents


Entry Requirements to School Courses

Higher/SCQF Level 6 and Advanced Higher/SCQF level 7

➢ The jump from National 5 to Higher and from Higher to Advanced Higher should not be underestimated.

➢ The rigour and challenge of Higher and Advanced Higher courses rely on a secure knowledge and understanding of 
concepts at the previous level (e.g. at National 5 if wishing to progress onto Higher level). This is best demonstrated 
through attainment evidence at key assessment points during S4 and S5, with the prelim exams being the best source of 
evidence of the skills and knowledge necessary to cope with the next level of study.

➢ Pupils who have therefore achieved a grade A or B during their current course of study will have demonstrated the skills 
and knowledge necessary to undertake the ‘jump’ to the next level of study.

➢  Consideration for a C pass may be given under certain circumstances but strictly only with the advice from the appropriate 
Curricular Leader and Pupil Support Leader.

➢ Grade D or lower will not be permitted entry to a H/level 6 or AH/level 7 course of study due to the increased challenge at 
this level, unless there are extenuating circumstances that the Community Team and relevant Curricular Leader are aware 
of, and are happy to advise study at the next level.  For evidence of attainment from one level to the next, please see SQA 
progression statistics: Progression - SQA

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/105163.html


How to Submit Subject Choices

• Your child’s Pupil Support Leader will conduct individual coursing conversations with them in the next 
few weeks, where they will discuss what your child is considering choosing based on their future 
pathway, and current progress and attainment. 

• Their PSL will look at the progress and attainment during S4 or S5  and advise on appropriate next 
steps, based on the school’s entry requirements for the next level of study.

• It may be that a better route for some pupils is studying a Higher over S5 and S6 or studying a level 6 
(equivalent to Higher) National Progression Award or Foundation Apprenticeship. These courses also 
afford opportunity for further study at university beyond school. College courses should also be 
considered for study next year.

• Your child’s Pupil Support Leader will then submit their course choice on TOOLS during this individual 
coursing conversation.

• Deadline for submission of course choice: Friday 21st February 2025.



How to Submit Subject Choices

Course Choice Deadline: Friday 21st February 2025

• If your child wishes to return for S5 or S6 and does not attend their coursing meeting with their PSL, then no 
subjects will be entered for them on TOOLS.

• If your child misses their coursing meeting, or needs this re-arranged, they must speak to/email their PSL 
immediately and re-arrange this before the deadline. 

• You will be emailed a copy of their choices after the deadline.

• Please be aware that these submitted choices will remain in place until exam results are issued, and no changes will 
be made before then unless a pupil has achieved the entry requirement for a course, and there is space in the 
course.

• There will be an opportunity to re-course pupils in August if they have achieved the entry requirement after exam 
results, and if there is space in the selected change of subject at that time.



Key Dates 



Key Contacts

➢ If your child has any queries or issues making course choices, they should contact their Pupil Support 
Leader in the first instance during their 1:1 meeting or during a PSE lesson.

• If you  or your child wish to email their PSL, please email on the school address and request that it is 

passed to the appropriate PSL: 

Admin@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk

• For careers and college advice, please email Kyle Hamilton, Skills Development Scotland careers 

coaches:

Kyle.Hamilton@sds.co.uk

• For any re-coursing, please see Mrs O’Brien in her office on the ground floor of Malala or email:

Deirdre.O'Brien@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk

mailto:Admin@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk
mailto:Kyle.Hamilton@sds.co.uk
mailto:Deirdre.O'Brien@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk
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