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52 COURSE
CHOICE

The coursing process involves S2 pupils choosing the subjects they wish to
study over 2 years throughout S3 and S4 and will take to National
Qualification level.

We understand that this is an important time for all S2 pupils and encourage
them to consider the options carefully and discuss these at home, with

teachers and with their Pupil Support Leader. PSLs are conducting individual
coursing conversations with their S2 pupils over the next two weeks
where they will be given advice and can ask any questions.

All S2 pupils have also had individual appointments with Kyle Hamilton
our career coach from Skills Development Scotland and will have
received some guidance from him. Kyle will present today and will be
based in the dining centre to support with any questions you may
have.

We strongly advise pupils to read all the information and view the links
provided in the ‘S2 into S3 Course Choice and Pathways 2026’ booklet
to support with making decisions and undertake any other research towards
making choices. There are many useful links and detail in this booklet to
support with making the appropriate choice. This has been emailed to
parents/carers and added to the S2 Year TEAM.



Pupils will be given the opportunity to study a broad and balanced
curriculum and will be timetabled for 8 subjects for National
Qualifications — this includes Mathematics and English which are
mandatory.

Some pupils will attend Support for Learning tutorial groups and
therefore be timetabled for 7 subjects. They will be advised by

Support for Learning teachers and their Pupil Support Leader of this.

Each subject is timetabled for 3 periods per week.

Pupils will retain | period of PSE and RME, and 2 periods of core PE
per week.

The subjects that pupils choose will continue into S4, when they will be
presented for a National Qualification in these at either National 3,
National 4 or National 5 level.

Pupils being presented at National 5 level will sit SQA (Scottish
Qualifications Authority) exams at the end of S4. Teachers will advise of
the appropriate level during S4 and will base their decision over the
presentation level on the progression, knowledge and skills pupils
demonstrate throughout S3.

S3/4
CURRICULAR
REQUIREMENTS




CURRICULUM
STRUCTURE
FROM S3

* 8 Courses

* Five curriculum areas plus three free choices (one of these may he Support for Learning)
* You will also have PSE (1 period), core PE (2 periods) and core RME (1 period) per week.

* 8 Courses

* You will continue to study the subjects in 53 and will be presented for qualification in these
in April/May of 54. (National 3, 4 or 5, dependant on your journey).

* 5 Courses

* College courses and Foundation Apprenticeships are available at this stage.
* You will continue with PSE (1 period), core PE (1 period) and an actvity (1 period).

¢ Mininum 15 points required

* You are required to take a minimum of 3 curricular subjects and 15 points to remain for 56.
* Each level is awarded certain points.

* College courses, courses at neighbouring schools and Scottish Baccaleaureate are available.
* You will also have a PSE lesson (1 period) and a minimum of 2 study periods.




The following are mandatory courses of study during 53 and 54:

vou will need to choose 1 subject from each of these areas:
# Maths or Application of Maths *  Soences
(o5 odvised by PSL amd Maths focwity ) » Sodal Subjects
English or English for Speakers of Other Languages* (ESOL) *  Modern Languages
FSE
Core PE If you wish to study more than one Sdence, Sodal Subject or Maodern
Core RME Language, you @an select these from the ‘free dhwice” column

S U BJ EC I S you will need to choose 2 reserve subjects from the ‘reserve’ column

Thits is reguired in case we have problems making youwr preferred course

I l 'DIED IN choaces: fit inte the column structure or we cannot offer a course due to
uptake or staffing changes.

‘Yiou must refer to the 'S2 Course Choice and Pathways® booklet for detailed information on each of the cowrses kisted below. Gaelic (GME] pupills must
select Gaidhlig inthe Languags column. However, they can selact ancther language in the “free dhoice” column if thay wish,

3elic {GME] pupils who wish to study History and/or Modern Studies, must select History GME and,/'or Modern studies GME.

‘Yiou should only choose Support for Learning Tutorial Group if you have anidentifie d support need and currently receive 5fil, and/or have beenadvised
to choose this by your Support for Learning teacher or Pupil Support Leader.

* English as an Additional Language (EAL} pupils candhoose English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL] for study in 53/4. More information will be
zsued about this by English staff, and Pupil Support Leaders can discuss this during coursing conversations in PSE during lanuary.

Cowrse choices will b2 made wsing an onfine system TOOLS — you will be given more information on this during an assembly and in PSE during January.
Deadiine for course choice & Friday 6% February 2026. If you do not submit choices by then, you may be allocated subjects not of your own choasing.

you will then need to choose 3 additional subjects from the “free
choice” column

Please note that the school may need to amend or remove any of the courses due to pupil uptake or staffing capacity. If
this occurs, reserve subjects will be used.




STRUCTURE OF SUBJECT CHOICE

Social
Maths English/ Science I Language Subject/
Subject or SfL (if B
= advised) Humanities
Subject
‘Free Choice”
. 1** Reserve 27d Reserve
Pupils choose 3 : .
i Subject Subject
more subjects
PSE RME
Core PE I S3/4 TIMETABLE




_

Language ssudied i 51/2: Gengraphy Biology
French Histary [Chemistry
[Spanish Histary GRL Physics
far Gaelic pupils)
iGaidhlig Modern Studies Cngineering Science
mandatary For GAME pupils)
Mandarin kMadern Studies GME Enviranmental
far Gaelic pupils) [Srienoe
[Garman Paychology IComputing Science
laltemative language pathway! nate Mot 5 level only)
Languages for Life & Work
Germanj
Suppart for Learning Tutarial Graup
aniy as advised by 5L ar FSL)

Researching subjects that you are interested in is vital before making your
choices
Please consult the 52 Coursing and Pathways booklet before submitting your
choices: 52 Course Choice and Pathways 2026.docx

Pleas= ressarch your carser options on

hitps:/ fwars. myworldobwo rk.co.uk/fsecondaryy

Discuss these course options with parents,/carers and your Pupil Support Leader
b=fore making your final decision.

Final deadling for submitting your course choices is:

Friday 6'" February 2026

Achiewe (King's Trust)
Art and Deign
'Fast Track” Language for beginners:
French, Germon, Mondarin, Sponish
Biology
Business Management
Chemistry
Computing Science
Dance
Orama
Carly Learning and Childcare
Cngineering Science
Enviranmental Science
Gaidhlig {Learnars)
Geography
Graphic Communication
Histary or History GRIE
Languages for Life and Wark [Germian |
Media
Madern Studies or Modern Studies GME
Music or Music GME
Music Technology
Physical Educatian
PRiysics
Practical Cockery
Practical Woodwarking
Praoduct Design & Manufacture
Piychology
Religious, fMoral & Philosophical Stodies
Support for Learning Tutarial Group
o adwised by SfL or PSL)
Trawal and Taurism

Achieve (King's Trust)
Art and Deign
'Fast Track” Language for beginners:
French, Germon, Mondarin, Sponish
Bialogy
Business Management
Chemistry
Computing Science
Cance
DOrama
Carly Learning and Childcare
Cngineering Science
Enwiranmental Science
Gaidhlig {Learnars)
Geography
Graphic Communicatian
Histary or History GRE
Languages for Life and Wark [German|
Media
Modern Studies or Modern Studies GRME
Music or Music GME
Mugic Technology
Physical Educatian
Phiysics
Practical Cockery
Practical Woodwarking
Product Design & Manufacture
Piychology
Religious, Moral & Philosophical Stodies
Support for Learning Tutarial Group
o adwised by SfL or PEL)
Traweal and Tourism

S3 COURSE
OFFERING
2026




S3/4

Mational 5

Mix of Nat. 4/5
/Higher
Mix of Nat. 4/5

College/Work Exp.

Mational 4
Mational 3

External Courses

S6

Advanced Higher
or further highers

Mix of Nat. 5
/Higher

College/
Work Experience

Mational 5

College/
Work Experience

POSSIBLE LEARNING
PATHWAYS

* Pupils will progress through different
courses at different levels and different
paces. Each person's journey is unique to
them.

* Pupils will have the opportunity to move
through the levels dependent upon a
variety of factors including coursework
completion, grasp of relevant knowledge
and skills, performance in formal and
informal assessments, etc.




QUALIFICATIONS — HOW THEY COMPARE

Level 4 Level 5 Level 6
Standard Grade Standard Grade General/ Ordinary (‘O’) Grade/ Certificate in Sixth Year
Foundation/ Intermediate 1 Standard Grade Credit/ Studies (CSYS)/
Access 3 Intermediate 2 A-Level
SCQF SCQF SCQF SCQF SCQF SCQF SCQF SCQF
LEVEL 1 LEVEL 2 LEVEL 4 LEVEL 5 LEVEL 6 LEVEL10 LEVEL11 LEVEL12

NATIONAL NATIONAL
1 2
AWARDS AWARDS

NATIONAL
PROGRESSION
AWARDS

NATIONAL
CERTIFICATES

SKILLS FOR
WORK

NATIONAL
PROGRESSION
AWARDS

NATIONAL
CERTIFICATES

MODERN
APPRENTICESHIPS
svai

SKILLS FOR
WORK

NATIONAL
PROGRESSION
AWARDS

NATIONAL
CERTIFICATES

MODERN
APPRENTICESHIPS
svaz

NATIONAL NATIONAL HIGHER
4 '5)
AWARDS AWARDS AWARDS

SKILLS FOR
WORK

NATIONAL
PROGRESSION
AWARDS

NATIONAL
CERTIFICATES

SCOTTISH
VOCATIONAL
QUALIFICATIONS 3

MODERN
APPRENTICESHIPS
Q3

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
AWARDS

HONOURS MASTERS DOCTORAL
DEGREE DEGREE DEGREE

POST
GRADUATE
CERTIFICATE

PROFESSIONAL AEE(R)EF:%(E)'S“I:ES PROFESSIONAL
APPRENTICESHIPS SVQ 5 APPRENTICESHIPS

PROFESSIONAL PROFESSIONAL PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT DEVELOPMENT DEVELOPMENT
AWARDS AWARDS AWARDS



* Pupils will be supported in making this important decision by
their Pupil Support Leader supported by Kyle Hamilton, the
school’s career coach, if required.

C H OOSI N G * Keep options open — think longer term.

SU BJ ECTS * Build in breadth of subjects across different curricular areas.

* Consider the progression for that subject — pupils should take
the time to research the subjects they may wish to study in, and
beyond, school.

* Research all subjects and content of courses in the ‘S2 Course
Choice and Pathways’ booklet before making any choices.

* Look at department information on the school website and
speak to teachers:

https://www.jamesgillespies.co.uk/course-choices

* Refer to My World of Work and enter some details to find
out possible pathways and job options:

https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/secondary/



https://www.jamesgillespies.co.uk/course-choices
https://www.jamesgillespies.co.uk/course-choices
https://www.jamesgillespies.co.uk/course-choices
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/secondary/

SUBJECT
RECOMMENDATIONS

The following subjects have recommended that some pupils
should choose an alternative, and of equal value, National
Qualification subject in their area:

Application of Maths

E.S.O.L. (English for Speakers of Other Languages)

Languages for Life and Work

Support for Learning

These pathways may be more suitable for some pupils and
PSLs will discuss this with pupils at their |:]1 meetings.

Pupils cannot choose Application of Maths or E.S.O.L. unless
home have received a letter regarding this recommendation.

For pupils who have not received a recommendation letter,
they should continue to choose Maths and English.



CAREERS
ADVICE

* Pupil Support Leaders will conductl:| meetings with their pupils in
January. Pupils will complete an evaluation form to support with this
discussion around the most appropriate subjects and future pathways.

¢ Kyle Hamilton, the school’s career coach, will be on hand to offer advice
to pupils during this time if their PSL advises this.

Please note the following:

> Pupils are not choosing a career at this moment but thinking of what
they may need to pursue a certain career.

> If pupils are unsure of a career path at this time, they should choose a
variety of subjects in S3.

> Some careers will have specific subject requirements at National 5 level
e.g. Medicine and other medical sciences, Engineering, Languages etc.
Pupils should do their research before choosing!

» For some courses/colleges/universities, National 5 English and Maths are
a basic requirement.

> Pupils will be given opportunities in S5 and S6 to ‘mop up’ specific
subjects to meet any course/college/university entrance requirements.



H OW TO * Pupils will choose their subjects using an online system called “TOOLS’.
MAKE e After choosing their other subjects, pupils will enter their three ‘free’ choices in

number order of preference e.g. 6 = most preferred choice to 8 = third
SU BJ ECT preferred choice.
* Pupils will be emailed their username and password (which is a 4-digit number)
C H O I C ES on Wednesday 28th January 2026 via their school email. Parents/carers will

also be emailed these.

* Pupils must have access to a device and the internet to be able to complete the
online choice form. (If any pupil has concerns about this, they must let their Pupil
Support Leader know during their |:] meeting.)

* Pupils and parents/carers will be emailed instructions on how to use “TOOLS’ to
make subject choices.This will also be added to the S2 TEAM.

* The final deadline for course choice is Friday 6" February 2026

¢ TOOLS will be locked after this date and, if pupils do not choose subjects by
then, subjects will be allocated which may not be of their own choosing as the
construction of the timetable needs to start.

* If there are any issues, please contact your child’s Pupil Support Leader.




Pupils should thoroughly research their subjects before they make their
choices, as we discourage late changes once the deadline has passed.

Pupil numbers for each subject determines the S3 timetable which must start

C HAN G ES TO construction in March.

Please note that some pupils may need to take their reserve choice due to the following:

SU BJ ECTS I. Two subjects are timetabled into the same column, which means they run at the

same time. This can occur for more specialised subjects where there is only one
class for S3.

2. Subject cannot run due to low pupil uptake.
3. Staffing changes and subsequent impact on capacity to teach a certain subject.

4. Class is oversubscribed with too many pupils choosing this to the number of classes
allocated for S3. In this instance, pupils will be re-coursed in order of preference of
‘free choice’ subjects entered on TOOLS for fairness.

* In these cases, PSLs and/or Mrs O’Brien will let pupils know during March and their
reserve choices will be used. Pupils should therefore be certain that they are happy
with their first and second reserve subjects when choosing these.

* If there are extenuating circumstances, and a pupil needs to change their subject
choice for good reason, they must speak with their Pupil Support Leader immediately.

¢ The only changes that will be made from the new timetable in June will be due to
any medical reason or around known supports that have been put in place for
individual pupils by their PSL or SfL teacher.




52 COURSE CHOICE TIMELINE 2026

Tuesday 6 lanuary Z0Z6
Course Choice Offer
document and Course
Choice and Pathways
bocoklet emailed to 52

pupils and parent/carers

End of april 2025

Final deadline for any re-

coursing to import data

iz school systermn during
hAEy

L 4

ponday 1 June 2026

change of imetable

»

-

612 26 January 2026
Individual discussions
with Pupil support
Leader regarding course
choices

February/Pdarch Z02G6

First round of re-

coursing after 53

column strucure
created.

»

-

wWednesday 14 lanuary
2026

Coursing Ewvening

5.00— 7.00pm

Friday 6 February Z0zZ6

Final deadline for
course choice on
TOOLS"

»

-

Wednesday 21 lanuary
2026

Teacher consultation
EVENINE

\ 4

Wednesday 2B lanuary
2026

TOOLE usemame and
passwords emailed to 52
pupils and parents/carers

Pupils need to submit their final choices via the online form on TOOLS no later than Friday 6th February




If any pupil has any queries or issues making course choices,
they should contact their Pupil Support Leader in the first
instance during their 1:1 meeting or during a PSE lesson.

If they wish to email their PSL, please email on the school
address and request that it is passed to the appropriate PSL:

Admin@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk

For careers and college advice, please email Kyle Hamilton, our
Skills Development Scotland careers advisor:

Kyle.Hamilton@sds.co.uk

For any re-coursing, please email Mrs O'Brien:
Deirdre.O'Brien@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk

KEY
CONTACTS



mailto:Admin@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk
mailto:Kyle.Hamilton@sds.co.uk
mailto:Deirdre.O'Brien@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk
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