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S2 COURSE 
CHOICE

• The coursing process involves S2 pupils choosing the subjects they wish to 

study over 2 years throughout S3 and S4 and will take to National 

Qualification level. 

• We understand that this is an important time for all S2 pupils and encourage 

them to consider the options carefully and discuss these at home, with 

teachers and with their Pupil Support Leader. PSLs are conducting individual 

coursing conversations with their S2 pupils over the next two weeks 

where they will be given advice and can ask any questions.

• All S2 pupils have also had individual appointments with Kyle Hamilton 

our career coach from Skills Development Scotland and will have 

received some guidance from him. Kyle will present today and will be 

based in the dining centre to support with any questions you may 

have.

• We strongly advise pupils to read all the information and view the links 

provided in the ‘S2 into S3 Course Choice and Pathways 2026’ booklet 

to support with making decisions and undertake any other research towards 

making choices. There are many useful links and detail in this booklet to 

support with making the appropriate choice. This has been emailed to 

parents/carers and added to the S2 Year TEAM.



S3/4 
CURRICULAR 
REQUIREMENTS

• Pupils will be given the opportunity to study a broad and balanced 

curriculum and will be timetabled for 8 subjects for National 

Qualifications – this includes Mathematics and English which are 

mandatory.

• Some pupils will attend Support for Learning tutorial groups and 

therefore be timetabled for 7 subjects. They will be advised by 

Support for Learning teachers and their Pupil Support Leader of this.

• Each subject is timetabled for 3 periods per week.

• Pupils will retain 1 period of PSE and RME, and 2 periods of core PE 

per week.

• The subjects that pupils choose will continue into S4, when they will be 

presented for a National Qualification in these at either National 3, 

National 4 or National 5 level.

• Pupils being presented at National 5 level will sit SQA (Scottish 

Qualifications Authority) exams at the end of S4.  Teachers will advise of 

the appropriate level during S4 and will base their decision over the 

presentation level on the progression, knowledge and skills pupils 

demonstrate throughout S3.



CURRICULUM 
STRUCTURE 
FROM S3



SUBJECTS 
STUDIED IN 
S3/4



STRUCTURE OF SUBJECT CHOICE



S3 COURSE 

OFFERING

      2026



POSSIBLE LEARNING 
PATHWAYS

• Pupils will progress through different 

courses at different levels and different 

paces. Each person's journey is unique to 

them. 

• Pupils will have the opportunity to move 

through the levels dependent upon a 

variety of factors including coursework 

completion, grasp of relevant knowledge 

and skills, performance in formal and 

informal assessments, etc.



QUALIFICATIONS – HOW THEY COMPARE

Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 Level 7

Standard Grade 
Foundation/
Access 3

Standard Grade General/
Intermediate 1

Ordinary (‘O’) Grade/
Standard Grade Credit/
Intermediate 2

Higher Certificate in Sixth Year 
Studies (CSYS)/
A-Level



CHOOSING 
SUBJECTS

• Pupils will be supported in making this important decision by 

their Pupil Support Leader supported by Kyle Hamilton, the 

school’s career coach, if required.

• Keep options open – think longer term.

• Build in breadth of subjects across different curricular areas.

• Consider the progression for that subject – pupils should take 

the time to research the subjects they may wish to study in, and 

beyond, school.

• Research all subjects and content of courses in the ‘S2 Course 

Choice and Pathways’ booklet before making any choices.  

• Look at department information on the school website and 

speak to teachers:

https://www.jamesgillespies.co.uk/course-choices

• Refer to My World of Work and enter some details to find 

out possible pathways and job options:

https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/secondary/

https://www.jamesgillespies.co.uk/course-choices
https://www.jamesgillespies.co.uk/course-choices
https://www.jamesgillespies.co.uk/course-choices
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/secondary/


SUBJECT 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

The following subjects have recommended that some pupils 

should choose an alternative, and of equal value, National 

Qualification subject in their area:

• Application of Maths 

• E.S.O.L. (English for Speakers of Other Languages)

• Languages for Life and Work

• Support for Learning

These pathways may be more suitable for some pupils and 

PSLs will discuss this with pupils at their 1:1 meetings.

Pupils cannot choose Application of Maths or E.S.O.L. unless 

home have received a letter regarding this recommendation.

For pupils who have not received a recommendation letter, 

they should continue to choose Maths and English.



CAREERS 
ADVICE

• Pupil Support Leaders will conduct1:1 meetings with their pupils in 

January. Pupils will complete an evaluation form to support with this  

discussion around the most appropriate subjects and future pathways.

• Kyle Hamilton, the school’s career coach, will be on hand to offer advice 

to pupils during this time if their PSL advises this.

Please note the following:

➢ Pupils are not choosing a career at this moment but thinking of what 

they may need to pursue a certain career.

➢ If pupils are unsure of a career path at this time, they should choose a 

variety of subjects in S3.

➢ Some careers will have specific subject requirements at National 5 level 

e.g. Medicine and other medical sciences,  Engineering, Languages etc. 

Pupils should do their research before choosing!

➢ For some courses/colleges/universities, National 5 English and Maths are 

a basic requirement.

➢ Pupils will be given opportunities in S5 and S6 to ‘mop up’ specific 

subjects to meet any course/college/university entrance requirements.



HOW TO 
MAKE 
SUBJECT 
CHOICES

• Pupils will choose their subjects using an online system called ‘TOOLS’.

• After choosing their other subjects, pupils will enter their three ‘free’ choices in 

number order of preference e.g. 6 = most preferred choice to 8 = third 

preferred choice.

• Pupils will be emailed their username and password (which is a 4-digit number) 

on Wednesday 28th January 2026 via their school email. Parents/carers will 

also be emailed these.

• Pupils must have access to a device and the internet to be able to complete the 

online choice form. (If any pupil has concerns about this, they must let their Pupil 

Support Leader know during their 1:1 meeting.)

• Pupils and parents/carers will be emailed instructions on how to use ‘TOOLS’ to 

make subject choices. This will also be added to the S2 TEAM.

• The final deadline for course choice is Friday 6th February 2026

• TOOLS will be locked after this date and, if pupils do not choose subjects by 

then, subjects will be allocated which may not be of their own choosing as the 

construction of the timetable needs to start.

• If there are any issues, please contact your child’s Pupil Support Leader.



CHANGES TO 
SUBJECTS

Pupils should thoroughly research their subjects before they make their 
choices, as we discourage late changes once the deadline has passed.

Pupil numbers for each subject determines the S3 timetable which must start 
construction in March.

Please note that some pupils may need to take their reserve choice due to the following:

1. Two subjects are timetabled into the same column, which means they run at the 
same time. This can occur for more specialised subjects where there is only one 
class for S3.

2. Subject cannot run due to low pupil uptake.

3. Staffing changes and subsequent impact on capacity to teach a certain subject.

4. Class is oversubscribed with too many pupils choosing this to the number of classes 
allocated for S3. In this instance, pupils will be re-coursed in order of preference of 
‘free choice’ subjects entered on TOOLS for fairness.

• In these cases, PSLs and/or Mrs O’Brien will let pupils know during March and their 
reserve choices will be used. Pupils should therefore be certain that they are happy 
with their first and second reserve subjects when choosing these.

• If there are extenuating circumstances, and a pupil needs to change their subject 
choice for good reason, they must speak with their Pupil Support Leader immediately.

• The only changes that will be made from the new timetable in June will be due to 
any medical reason or around known supports that have been put in place for 
individual pupils by their PSL or SfL teacher.



S2 COURSE CHOICE TIMELINE 2026

Pupils need to submit their final choices via the online form on TOOLS no later than Friday 6th February



KEY 
CONTACTS

• If any pupil has any queries or issues making course choices, 

they should contact their Pupil Support Leader in the first 

instance during their 1:1 meeting or during a PSE lesson.​

• If they wish to email their PSL, please email on the school 

address and request that it is passed to the appropriate PSL:

   Admin@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk

• For careers and college advice, please email Kyle Hamilton, our 

Skills Development Scotland careers advisor:

    Kyle.Hamilton@sds.co.uk

• For  any re-coursing, please email Mrs O'Brien:​ 

Deirdre.O'Brien@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk

mailto:Admin@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk
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